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elayed the feet of truth. Nothing was too ridicu->us for belief; nothing too absurd to be credited.
A Baptist preacher in North Carolina was a candi-ate for the State Convention to pass upon the new Fational Constitution, which he bitterly opposed, .t a meeting of backwoodsmen in a log house used >r a church, he told them in a lurid speech that the roposed "Federal City5' (now the District of Co-imbia) would be the armed and fortified fortress of espotism. "'This, my friends/ said the preacher, mil be walled in or fortified. Here an army of 0,000, or, perhaps 100,000 men, will be finally em-odied and will sally forth, and enslave the people rho will be gradually disarmed.'" A spectator, who ttempted to dispute this statement, narrowly scaped being mobbed by the crowd. Everything ossible was done to defeat this ecclesiastical politi-ian; but the people believed what he said and he ras elected.1
So bizarre an invention as the following was widely irculated and generally believed as late as 1800: ohn Adams, it was said, had arranged, by inter-larriage, to unite his family with the Royal House f Great Britain, the bridegroom to be King of jnerica. Washington, attired in white clothing as a gn of conciliation, called on Adams and objected; .dams rebuffed him. Washington returned, this [me dressed in black, to indicate the solemnity of
1 Watson, 262-64. This comic prophecy that the National Capital as to be the fortified home of a standing army was seriously believed y the people. Patrick Henry urged the same objection with all his ramatic power in the Virginia Convention of 1788. So did the schol-rly Mason. (See infra, chaps, xi and xn.)